Delivering quality English language assessments for individuals,
businesses, and institutions since 1953

Transitioning from MELAB to MET
Resources for Admissions and Professional Organizations

Prove your English. Achieve your goals.
Own your future.

Successor to MELAB

Who We Are
Michigan Language Assessment is a not-for-profit
collaboration between the University of Michigan
and Cambridge Assessment English, two institutions
with long histories and leadership roles in the field of
language assessment, language teaching, and applied
linguistics research. Our exams are developed to the
highest professional standards, backed by ongoing
research and development, and recognized by more
than 1,300 colleges, organizations, and regulatory
bodies worldwide.

The Michigan English Language Assessment Battery
(MELAB) was a multilevel English language proficiency
test used mainly for students applying to universities
where the language of instruction was English and
for certification of English proficiency by various
professional licensing organizations.
Michigan Language Assessment has retired the
MELAB and offers in its place a more modern exam,
the Michigan English Test (MET). For example, the MET
includes cross-text reading tasks—an important skill
in academic and professional contexts—and more
thorough writing and speaking sections.

General Information
The 4-skill MET (listening, reading, writing, and speaking)
offers a complete assessment.
• Multilevel test (CEFR* levels A2 to C1) measuring
proficiency at levels appropriate for professional
and academic contexts (B2 and C1)
• Focus is on American English without
disadvantaging other varieties of English

Availability of MET
• Administered in 30+ countries
• Administered at least once a month
• Widely adopted in Latin America
• Recognized by ministries of education

Results
• Reports overall score and a score for each
skill assessed
• Fast results turnaround (two weeks for 4-skill MET)
• Free online score verification
*Common European Framework of Reference for Languages
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Transition to the MET
If your institution recognizes MELAB scores for admissions purposes,
you may be interested in their relationship to MET scores.
Relationship Between Scores on MET and MELAB and the CEFR**
CEFR

A2

MET

27-39

40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63

64-80

--

62 63 64 65 67 68 69 71 72 73 75 76 77 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89

91-100

MELAB

B1

B2

C1

**See the MELAB & MET Concordance document for important information on this table.

Support to Transition to the MET
The transition to the MET is seamless, with research, reports,
and custom support available. Scores aligned to the CEFR
enable comparison across exams. Research and technical
reports support concordance reviews. Our team of experts
will answer questions and provide guidance.

Michigan English Test
Score Report
Test Taker
Vicente Luis Lizarribar Costa

12/13/01

Full Name

Birthdate (mm/dd/yy)

123456

1/1/18

Registration Number

Date of Test (mm/dd/yy)

Añasco

United States

City

Results

Available Resources
• Linking CEFR & MELAB Technical Report

Country

SCORE: 50 CEFR: B1

• Linking CEFR & MET Writing
• Setting Cut Scores on the CEFR for MET
• MELAB & MET Concordance Table**

Section

Score

CEFR

LISTENING

54

B2

READING

42

B1

SPEAKING

57

B2

WRITING

47

B1

General Information
•

The purpose of the Michigan English Test (MET) is to
evaluate general English proficiency in educational,
social, and workplace contexts.

• MET Practice Test Books

•

The MET is aimed at levels A2 to C1 of the Common
European Framework of Reference (CEFR). See reverse
for an explanation of how section scores on the MET
correspond to the CEFR.

• Michigan Language Assessment Research

•

The overall CEFR level reported is an average of the
sections tested.

•

A section score of X means the test taker was exempt from
that section. A section score of 0 means the test taker did
not attempt the section, or their answer was not on topic.

•

MET scores represent a test taker’s English language
proficiency at the time the test was taken and are valid
as long as the test taker’s level of proficiency does not
change. Because language proficiency can change
over time, score users are advised to consider the test
taker’s experience with English since the time of the test
administration in addition to the test scores themselves.

•

Michigan Language Assessment reserves the right to
update results or test taker information.

•

Institutions may verify test results at:
MichiganAssessment.org.

Overview of MET Skills Assessment by Section
Listening

Reading

Writing

Speaking

• Understand and
identify main ideas and
speaker’s purpose
• Understand vocabulary
and supporting details
• Draw inferences and
conclusions
• Understand pragmatic
implications and
rhetorical functions

• Understand main idea
and identify purpose
• Identify supporting details
• Understand vocabulary in
context
• Draw inferences and
conclusions
• Understand rhetorical
function
• Synthesize ideas

• Answer questions about
a personal experience,
including supporting details
• Express and support an
opinion/position on an issue
• Express relevant ideas
using a range of accurate
and appropriate vocabulary
and grammatical structures
• Develop content using
appropriate cohesive
devices and creating a
logical progression of ideas

• Give and support an opinion
• State advantages and
disadvantages
• Present a convincing
argument
• Express ideas intelligibly and
fluently
• Develop relevant content
using a range of accurate
and appropriate vocabulary
and grammatical structures
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For questions or requests for more information,
please contact:
Recognition@michiganassessment.org

Michigan Language Assessment
Argus 1 Building
535 West William St., Suite 310
Ann Arbor, MI 48103-4978
USA
Tel: +1 866.696.3522
Fax: +1 734.763.0369
info@michiganassessment.org
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