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Lesson plans
A1 Silver Reading & Writing Part 1 – Teacher’s Notes
Description
This activity gives students practice in matching definitions (sentences explaining the meanings of words)
to pictures, with particular emphasis on identification of helpful words in the sentences.

Time required:

20 – 25 minutes.

Materials
required:

Student’s Worksheets 1 and 2 (one of each worksheet per pair of
students)
scissors

.

to introduce students to Part 1 of the A1 Silver Reading & Writing
test and to the task type

Aims:

to encourage close reading of definitions and use of helpful words.

Procedure
1. Introduce the activity
•

Give students a definition of something in the school for them to guess the word.
For example:
(Definition given by teacher) – This is a place in the school where you can use computers
and find books to take home
(Answer given by students) – library

•

Write the above example on the board. Elicit definitions from students for other places in the
school or in their houses. Encourage them to use phrases such as:
o

This is a place where …

•

You can …… here

•

This is (e.g. next to ...) …

•

Write one or two of their better definitions on the board.

•

Try not to use the word definition with your students. Tell them that they are trying to write
sentences that help others to guess the word they are thinking of.

2. Student’s Worksheet 1
•

Divide the class into pairs.

•

Hand out Student’s Worksheet 1 and scissors to each pair.

•

Ask them to cut out the 5 sentences.

•

Now tell them to read the sentences silently, and in pairs try to guess
what the answer for each one might be.

•

Ask for their ideas but do not confirm if they are correct in their guesses.

3. Student’s Worksheet 2
•

Hand out Student’s Worksheet 2 to each pair.

•

Ask them to cut out the eight pictures.

•

In pairs, students match each sentence to a picture by placing it next to each picture.

•

Tell them that they don’t need to use all the pictures. There are three extra pictures.

•

Ask each pair of students to check their answers with another pair before they write the correct
word on the line at the end of each sentence.

•

Remind students to copy the words clearly, making sure they are easy to read (they should
print their letters, not write in cursive writing, which can be difficult for examiners to read), and
the spelling should be correct.

4. Check answers with the class
•

One student from a pair reads the definition sentence and the other says the word, including
the article (a/an), if it is given.

•

(For more information on articles, please see the Teacher Support Page at the end of this
document.)

•

Ask the rest of the class if they agree with the answer before saying if it is correct or not.

5. Focus on helpful words
•

Ask students to look at the definition sentence from Step 1 of the lesson on the board.

•

Ask them which words helped them to find the answer.

•

Underline them (e.g. place/use computers/find books). Tell students that we call these helpful
words (words that help us).

•

Ask students to find and underline the helpful words in the sentences from Student’s
Worksheet 1.

•

Discuss as a class the words they underlined and why. Draw students’ attention to sentence 1
to emphasise the importance of finding all the helpful words.

•

In sentence 1, the helpful words are helps people/hospital. It’s important that students look at
all the helpful words because there are two people to choose from in the exercise (a driver and

a nurse). If they don’t read the sentence fully, they could easily focus only on helps people and
choose a driver, which is incorrect.
6. Important points to notice
•

Find out what else students notice about the activity by asking the following questions. They
may give you different ideas but make sure they notice the points below:
a) How many pictures are there? (8)
b) How many definitions are there? (5) (plus the example)
There are more pictures than definitions
c) Look at the example definition, and question 1 and picture 3. What is the same about
them? (people: sometimes definitions are quite similar)
d) What do you do to answer the questions? (Students have to copy the word correctly,
including the article (a/an), if it is there. This has to be copied in the space given
after each question.)
e)

Tell students that in the test they are given one example.

7. Extra practice
•

In their pairs, students write sentences for the two extra pictures.

•

Remind them to include helpful words but not to make it too easy. Go around the class and
check their work.

•

If there is time, pairs can take turns to read their sentences to the class for the class to vote on
the best ones.

Suggested follow-up activity
•

Further classwork or homework: students can write definition sentences of six to eight nouns
from the current unit of their textbook.

•

They swap sentences with another student and write/find the answers.

A1 Silver Reading & Writing Part 1 – Answer Keys
Key to Procedure Step 5
1. This person helps people who aren’t well in the hospital.
2. Some people put milk or lemon in this drink.
3. There are lots of cars, buses and people in this busy place.
4. You can put cheese or meat between bread to make this.
5. This is part of a farm where you often see vegetable plants.

Key to Procedure Step 7 (possible answers)
•

This place in in the sea. It can have trees and beautiful flowers. (an island)

•

This person helps people who need to travel by car. (a driver)

Key to Student’s Worksheets 1 and 2

A1 Silver Reading & Writing Part 1 – Student’s Worksheet 1
• Cut out the five sentences.
• With your partner, try and guess the answer for each one.
• Do not write anything on the line!

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------1. This person helps people who aren’t well in the hospital.

_______________

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------2. Some people put milk or lemon in this drink.

_______________

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------3. There are lots of cars, buses and people in this busy place.

_____________

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------4. You can put cheese or meat between bread to make this.

______________

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------5. This is part of a farm where you often see vegetable plants. ______________
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

A1 Silver Reading & Writing Part 1 – Student’s Worksheet 2
• Look and read.
• Cut out the pictures.
• Choose the correct picture for each sentence and place the sentence
under the picture.
•

Then copy the picture words in the space after each sentence.

A1 Silver Reading & Writing Part 1 – Teacher Support Page
Countable/Uncountable nouns
•

A countable noun has a singular and plural form, e.g. book/books.

•

An uncountable noun does not have a plural form, e.g. information, NOT an information.

Articles
•

Countable nouns take the indefinite article, either a or an.

•

We use a when a noun begins with a consonant sound, e.g. a book.

•

We use an when a noun begins with a vowel sound, e.g. an orange.

Lesson plans
A1 Silver Reading & Writing Part 2 – Teacher’s Notes
Description
This activity gives students practice in matching questions to appropriate responses.
Time
required:

25 minutes.
two-line dialogues written on slips of paper (see Before the class for
details)

Materials
required:

Student’s Worksheet (one copy for each student)
A1 Silver Sample Test downloaded from the website
MYLE Sample Tests
Please download the Sample Test for this lesson.
to introduce students to Part 2 of the A1 Silver Reading & Writing test and
to the task type

Aims:

to focus on links in dialogues
to give practice in close and silent reading.

Before the class
•

Write one part of some two-line dialogues onto each piece of paper.

•

There should be one piece of paper with half a dialogue on it for each student (you can repeat the
two-line dialogues if necessary).
For example:
Do you like chocolate? / Yes, I do.
Can you swim? / Yes of course.
Would you like a drink? / No thank you.
Should we ride our bikes? / Yes, let’s!
What color are your socks? / They’re red.
How many brothers and sisters do you have? / Two.

Therefore, if you have 20 students in the class, you would have 10 dialogues,
with each half of a dialogue written on one piece of paper.

Procedure
1. Activity
•

Give each student one half of a dialogue you’ve prepared.

•

If you have an odd number of students, give one slip to two children to work together.

•

Tell the students they should find the other half of their dialogue, and should help each other
as well.

•
•

Allow 3 or 4 minutes for this.
Ask each pair of students to read their dialogue out loud.

Point out that we answer in different ways depending on the question. Tell them that the
next activity will give them some practice with this.
2. Student’s Worksheet
•

Hand out the Student’s Worksheet to each student in the class.

•

Tell them to read question 1 and elicit the answer from the class (a).

•

Ask the students where they might use/hear question 1 and its response (e.g. at the
doctor’s).

•

Ask the students to try and think of questions for the other two responses for question 1.
For example:
What’s your brother’s name?
What day is it tomorrow?

•

Tell students to choose the best answer for the other seven questions.

•

They first do this individually and then they compare their answers in pairs.

•

When checking answers with the class, ask them where each question and response might
be used. (See the Answer Key on page 4 for possible answers.)

3. Extension activity
•

Look at question 2 and the two wrong responses.

•

Ask the students to think of some possible questions for responses a) and b).
For example:
a) Should we have some cake?
b) Can you ride a horse?

•

Put students into pairs. Name the pairs, e.g. lions, tigers and sharks (or similar).

•

Lion pairs write questions for the wrong answers in questions 3 and 4.

•

Tiger pairs write questions for the wrong answers in questions 5 and 6.

•

Shark pairs write questions for the wrong answers in questions 7 and 8.

•

Go around the class and give help where it is needed.
There will be more than one possible answer for each one.

•

Put students into groups made up of one lion, one tiger and one shark. They take turns to
read their questions and responses to the other students in their group, who decide if they
are appropriate or not.

4. Sample Task
•

Hand out the Sample Task to each student.

•

Give them time to look at the picture, which will give them the context, and to silently read
the instructions.

•

Tell students that in the exam, the questions and responses are part of one long dialogue.
Note that the prompt may be a question, as in this task, or a statement.

•

Give them a maximum of 8 minutes to do the task.
For the Reading & Writing test, it’s important to train students to get used to a limited
amount of time for each part, as in the test they need to manage the time themselves.

5.

•

Check answers with the class.

•

Focus on important words which helped them to decide on the correct answer. (See the
Answer Key on pages 4-5 for possible answers.) Remind them never to leave an answer
blank. At the end of the test, if they still don’t know the answer they should guess.

Important information to give to the students

At the end of the activity, tell students that in the test:
•

They can only choose one answer.

•

They should not leave any answers blank. If they are not sure of an answer at the end of the
test, they should guess. They may be right and they won’t lose any points for a wrong
answer.

Suggested follow-up activities
•

Dialogue writing is good practice. Give students one part of a dialogue and ask them write
the rest and then act it out. Use pictures to stimulate dialogues.

•

Copy a transcript of a short dialogue from the course book so you can cut the lines up. Give
the jumbled-up dialogue to students.
They then try to put them in order before they listen to the correct dialogue.

•

A1 Silver Reading & Writing Part 2 – Answer Keys
Key to Procedure steps
Step 2 (Possible answers)
1. at the doctor’s, at the hospital
2. at school, at the library
3. teacher to student, friends talking about holiday
4. outside, parent to child
5. teacher asking student
6. friend inviting a friend
7. teacher/adult asking a child
8. teacher to student, friends talking about pets
Step 3 (Possible answers)
3. a) Do you like skating?

c) Could you swim in the lake?

4. a) Did your mom make that jacket?

c) What color is your dad’s car?

5. a) Do you like this song?

b) Were you at home yesterday?

6. b) Where’s the cinema?

c) Why do you want to go home?

7. a) Do you have a computer?

b) Can you help me?

8. b) How old is your dog?

c) What color is your dog?

Step 4
1. Did you see…/ Yes, it was great.
2. Which…favorite pirate? / Ben Bluebeard
3. Was he…? / Yes, that’s right.
4. I like…/Me too.
5. How about…? (Making a suggestion) / What a good idea! (Responding to suggestions)
6. Let’s ask Fred… (Making a suggestion) / Ok, we can phone him. (Responding to suggestions)

Key to Student’s Worksheet
1. a

2.

c

3. b

4. b

5. c

6.

a

7. c

8. a

Key to Sample Task
1. B
2. C
3. B
4. A
5. B
6. A

A1 Silver Reading & Writing Part 2 – Student’s Worksheet
Read and choose the best answers for number 1–8.
1. What’s the matter?
a) I have a stomachache.

b) His name is Peter.

c) On Saturday.

2. Should I help you carry the books?
a) Yes, let’s.

b) Yes, I can.

c) Yes please.

3. Did you climb the mountain on your vacation?
a) Yes, I do.

b) Yes, I did.

c) Yes, I could.

b) Because I’m cold.

c) It’s green.

4. Why are you wearing a jacket?
a) No, I bought it.

5. What was the weather like last Friday?
a) Yes, I like it.

b) No, I wasn’t.

c) It was cloudy.

6. I’d like to go to the movie theater.
a) So would I.

b) It’s next to the hospital.

c) I’m tired.

7. Do you have to go to bed at nine o’clock?
a) No, I haven’t.

b) No, I can’t.

c) No, I don’t.

b) It’s three years old.

c) It’s black and
white.

8. What’s your dog’s name?
a) Ben.

A1 Silver Reading & Writing Part 2 – Sample Task
Original can be found in the A1 Silver Reading & Writing Sample Test, which can be downloaded
from:
MYLE Sample Tests

Lesson plans
A1 Silver Reading & Writing Part 3 – Teacher’s Notes
This activity gives students practice in working with a fill-in-the-blank text and helps them with good exam
strategy. It then gives them practice in completing an exam task and helps them to think about reasons for
the correct answers.
Time
required:

20–25 minutes.
Student’s Worksheet (one copy for each student)

Materials
required:

A1 Silver Sample Test downloaded from the website
MYLE Sample Tests
Please download the Sample Test for this lesson.
to introduce students to Part 3 of the A1 Silver Reading & Writing test and to the
task type

Aims:

to encourage students to read beyond the adjacent words when completing blanks
in a text.
Procedure
1. Introduce the activity
•

Ask students if anyone watched a movie overthe weekend.

•

If they did, ask them for the names of the moive and a short summary of what the movie was
about.

•

If no-one in the class watched a movie, tell them that you did, and tell the students the title and
the story in brief. (Remember to prepare this before the class in case none of the
students watched a movie!)

•

Tell the students that they are going to read a text about a movie.

2. Student’s Worksheet
•

Fold the Student’s Worksheets along the dotted line before handing them out.

•

Tell students not to open out the sheet.

•

Hand out the Student’s Worksheet to each student.

•

Tell the students not to look at the instructions for now, but to read through the text quickly
and to tell you the sea animals mentioned (dolphins). They should ignore the blanks in the
text.

•

Ask them to read the instructions silently to themselves.
Then ask the following questions:
How many words do you need for each blank? (1)
Where are the words you should choose from? (in the box)
Can you write a word that isn’t in the box? (No)
Tell students to look at the spaces in the text, thinking about what kind of word is missing in
each sentence.
•

Remind them to read the words before and after the space when they are thinking about
the kind of word that’s missing.

•

Students don’t read the text aloud.

•

Do the first blank together as an example.
It was called ‘Jim and the dolphin’ and it was about a boy, Jim, who lived with his
grandparents in a 1) _______ by the sea.

•

Ask students what the important words are in the sentence, which help you to decide what
could go in the blank.
lived ….. in a …..
We need a noun following a. People usually live in a
house/apartment/village/town/city.
Accept any possible answers at this stage.

•

Students work in pairs. Monitor and give guidance if necessary but don’t tell students the
answers.

•

When they have made their guesses, they can unfold their worksheet and look at the
words in the box.

•

They should now choose their answers from these words.

3. Check answers with the class
•

Check with the class by asking for the word in each blank and writing it on the board.

•

Encourage students to check they have copied each word clearly and correctly.

•

For each word, ask the students how they knew that this was the correct word. (See the
Answer Key on page 4.)
Note that it is not only the word/s nearest the blank which help you to identify the
correct answer. Students also have to consider the sentences which come before
and after as well as the text as a whole.

•

Ask students for a good way of checking whether the words they have chosen are the right
ones (read the text through for the general meaning after they have filled the blanks
to check it sounds right).

•

Ask general comprehension questions to check understanding of the text as a whole:
Where did Jim live? (in a house/near the sea)
Who did he live with? (his grandparents, his dog and cat)
How did he get to school? (he walked)
What animal did he want to see? (a dolphin)
What did he do when he saw the animal? (he swam with it)
What did Fred do at the end of the film? (he cried)
Do you think it’s a good movie? (depends on student)

4. Sample Task
•

Hand out the Sample Task to each student.

•

Ask students what is similar to the task they have just done, and what is different.
Similarities: a story with 5 blanks and 1 example; 9 words in the box; 1 word only for each
blank.
Differences: the words in the box have pictures; question 6 asks children to choose a name
for the story

•

Tell students they are going to practice doing the task as if it were the test.

•

They should read everything silently and should do the same with this story as they did with
the story about Jim:
1) read the whole story first and try to think what words could fill the spaces
2) look at the words in the box and choose the correct one
3) read through the whole story at the end to see if sounds OK.

•

Give them a maximum of 5 minutes to do the task.
For the Reading & Writing test, it’s important to train students to get used to a limited
amount of time for each part, as in the test they need to manage the time themselves.

•

Check answers with the class.

•

Focus on important words which helped them decide on the correct answer.

•

Discuss their reasons for choosing the title.
(See the Answer Key on page 4)

5.

Important information to give to the students
At the end of the activity, tell students that in the test:
•

They can only use each word from the box once.

•

They should not leave any answers blank. If they are not sure of an answer at the end of the
test, they should guess. They may be right and they won’t lose any points for a wrong answer.

•

Remind students that although there are 9 words in the box, 1 has already been used as an
example, and there are only 5 spaces in the text, so there will be 3 words which they will
not need to use.

•

Remind students to copy the words clearly, making sure they are easy to read (they should
print their letters, not write in cursive writing which can be difficult for examiners to read), and
the spelling should be correct.

A1 Silver Reading & Writing Part 3 – Answer Keys
Key to Procedure steps
Step 2
1. This is a noun and is somewhere people ‘live in’.
2. This is a noun and from the context we can guess that it’s another animal.
3. This is a verb in the past tense and comes before the ‘ing’ form walking.
4. This is a verb in the infinitive following want to.
5. This is a word that comes before months, and is an adjective, possibly a number.
6. This is a word that goes before the bare infinitive go, so could be a) a modal or b) an adverb. The
context and the options make the choice clear (modal).
Step 4 and Sample Task
Question Answer

Important words

1.

website

(noun) Find pictures // Look on

2.

ideas

(noun) Work with a friend // Talk about your different…

3.

frightened

(adjective) of // mouth open // big teeth

4.

hopping

(gerund) good at // kangaroos

5.

smartest

(superlative adjective) strongest // the…in the class

6.

A lesson about animals

Different animals // Bears // A lion //Kangaroos

Key to Student’s Worksheet
1. house
2. cat
3. liked
4. see
5. two
6. should

A1 Silver Reading & Writing Part 3 – Student’s Worksheet
Read the story.
Look at the words in the box.
Choose a word from the box. Write the word next to numbers 1–6.
Hi, my name is Fred. I want to tell you about a __movie__ I saw at the theater last Saturday. It
was called ‘Jim and the dolphin’ and it was about a boy, Jim, who lived with his grandparents
in a 1) ________ by the sea. Jim didn’t have many friends but he wasn’t sad because he had
his grandparents and his dog and his 2) ________. He was happy. Jim had to walk on the
beach to go to school every day. Sometimes it was cold and rainy. Sometimes it was hot and
windy. But Jim 3) ________ walking on the beach because he could look at the sea and
dream about dolphins. Jim wanted to 4) ________ a dolphin very much.
One hot day, he saw a dolphin. Jim ran to the water and swam with the animal.
For 5) ________ months, Jim swam with the dolphin every day and they were like brothers.
When the cold weather came, the dolphin swam away to find hotter water.
I cried at the end of the movie. It was a good movie. You 6) ________ go and see it.

--------------------------------------------------------fold here------------------------------------cat

liked

saw

should

house

see

eat

two

movie

A1 Silver Reading & Writing Part 3 – Sample Task
Original can be found in the A1 Silver Reading & Writing Sample Test, which can be downloaded
from:
MYLE Sample Tests

Lesson plans
A1 Silver Reading & Writing Part 4 – Teacher’s Notes
Description
This activity gives students practice in matching sentences in preparation for doing multiple-choice
exercises.
In the second lesson, students do an exam task.
Time
required:

Lesson 1: 20 minutes
Lesson 2: 20 minutes.

Materials
required:

Student’s Worksheet (one copy for each student)
A1 Silver Sample Test downloaded from the website
MYLE Sample Tests
Please download the Sample Test for this lesson.
to introduce students to Part 4 of the A1 Silver Reading & Writing test and to the
task type

Aims:

to draw students’ attention to the position of grammatical words in sentences.
Procedure – Lesson 1
1. Introduce the activity
•

Write the word Elephants on the board and see what students can tell you about them.

•

Accept any information. It doesn’t matter whether or not the information is the same as in the
texts they will read.

•

This introduction will help them to understand what they are going to read.

2. Student’s Worksheet – introducing the activity
•

Tell students they are going to read some information about elephants.

•

Hand out a copy of the Student’s Worksheet to each student.

•

Ask students to fold the page in half vertically along the line in the middle of the page.

•

Students now read the sentence halves in column A.

•

With a partner, they think about how the sentences might be finished. They should try to use
the clues in the first half to help them.

•

Ask the students to give you some ideas. Pay particular attention to the language clues.
(See the Answer Key on page 4.)

3. Student’s Worksheet – complete the activity
•

Ask students to unfold their worksheets.

•

They can now see the second halves of the sentences.
However, these are not in the right order.

•

Students should try to match the two halves.

•

Tell students to read all the sentence halves before they start.

•

They should read silently and complete the task on their own.

•

After about 4 minutes, put students into pairs for them to check their work.

•

After another 2 minutes, put pairs together for a final check.

•

Check answers with the class.

•

Find out from students what new information they learned about elephants from reading the
text.

•

Students write the complete text in their notebooks.

Procedure – Lesson 2
4. Sample Task – introducing the task
•

In the following class, hand out a copy of the Sample Task to each student.

•

Give them time to look at the task. Ask the students the following question:
What is the title of the text? (Dolphins)
What can you see in the picture? (Dolphins)

•

Tell the students to read the text through quickly and to tell you something dolphins (can) do
(learn things quickly, make noises/talk, play, jump)
Using the title, pictures, and reading through the text once before they try to answer any
questions, are all very good exam strategies for this part of the test.

5. Sample Task – complete the task
•

Students read the instructions for the task.

•

Check that they know what they have to do (complete the text by choosing 1 word from the
3 words given for each space).

•
•

Ask students to take out a colored pencil.
They should read the text more carefully and try to complete the spaces without looking at
the words on the right. (You may want them to fold the task in half or cover one side with a
book so they can’t look at the options.)

•

They should write their guesses using their colored pencil.

•

When they have finished, they can compare with a partner.

•

Monitor, and remind them that, just as when they were working on the text about elephants,
they need to think about the clues that the text gives them and to read the words before and
after the space.
Don’t give any more information at this stage.

•

Now tell students to find a different colored pencil
the text (the 3 choices for each space).

•

Students complete the task, without reading the text aloud.

•

and to look at the words on the right of

Give them a maximum of 10 minutes to do the task.
For the Reading & Writing test, it’s important to train students to get used to a limited
amount of time for each part, as in the test they need to manage the time themselves.

•

When they have finished, students check and discuss their answers in groups of 3 or 4. They
should:
read their whole text through to see if it sounds right
compare their guesses with their final answers
check if their friends have copied the words clearly and correctly.

• Check answers with the class.
• When going through the answers, focus on how the students knew which word was correct and
they decided that others were incorrect.
(See the Answer Key on page 4.)
6.

Important information to give to the students
At the end of the activity, tell students that in the test:
•

All the language they need to complete the sentences is given; they do not need to think of the
answer themselves.

•

They should not leave any answers blank. If they are not sure of an answer at the end of the
test, they should guess. They may be right and they won’t lose any points for a wrong answer.

•

Remind students to copy the words clearly, making sure they are easy to read (they should
print their letters, not write in cursive writing, which can be difficult for examiners to read), and
the spelling should be correct.

A1 Silver Reading & Writing Part 4 – Answer Keys
Key to Procedure Step 2
1. parts is followed by of ...; live should be followed by a place where elephants live.
2. kinds of is followed by a plural noun.
3. The comparative smaller in the first part needs to be followed by than … in the second.
4. The first part needs to be followed by a plural verb.
5. eat grass should be followed by a word related to the topic of an elephant’s food
6. The adjective big needs to be followed by a plural noun, (if it was to be followed by a singular
noun, the first sentence would read … a very big …).
7. The second part of the sentence could either be a noun (which it is in this example) or a clause
with either to + infinitive or verb + ing.
8. live is usually followed by in, as in this example.
Key to Student’s Worksheet
1.

g

2.

d

3.

h

4.

b

5.

e

6.

a

7.

c

8.

f

Key to Procedure Step 5 and Sample Task
Question

Answer

Reasons

1.

than

Smaller is a comparative adjective and is followed by than

2.

quickly

You need an adverb which describes the verb learn – how do
they learn?

3.

out

of is preceded by out to make a preposition and describe where
the dolphins jump. In is the opposite of out.

4.

who

A relative clause to add more information about and identify the
people – the ones who sail boats.

5.

swim

They is followed by a verb (present simple because of come).

A1 Silver Reading & Writing Part 4 – Student’s Worksheet
Match these sentence halves. Then write the text in your notebook.
A

B

1. Elephants live in different parts

a) trees.

2. There are two kinds of

b) are bigger.

3. Asian elephants have smaller ears c) people.
4. African elephants

d) elephants, the Asian elephant
and the African elephant.

5. Elephants eat grass,

e) leaves and flowers.

6. They can carry very big

f) in forests.

7. But African elephants don’t like

g) of the world.

8. They live

h) than their African cousins.

A1 Silver Reading & Writing Part 4 – Sample Task
Original can be found in the A1 Silver Reading & Writing Sample Test, which can be downloaded
from
MYLE Sample Tests

Lesson plans
A1 Silver Reading & Writing Part 5 – Teacher’s Notes
Description
This activity gives students practice in understanding how sentences with similar or the same meanings
can be written in different ways.
In the second lesson, students do an exam task to practice.
Time
required:

Lesson 1–20 minutes
Lesson 2–20 minutes.
Student’s Worksheet (one copy for each student)

Materials
required:

A1 Silver Sample Test downloaded from the website
MYLE Sample Tests
Please download the Sample Test for this lesson.
to introduce students to Part 5 of the A1 Silver Reading & Writing test and to the task
type

Aims:

to give students practice in simple sentence transformation.
Procedure – Lesson 1
1.

Game
•

Begin by playing a game of sentence tennis.

•

Divide the class into two teams or, if your class is very large, four or six teams.
There should be an even number.

•

One team ‘serves’ by giving a simple sentence, e.g. I like pizza.

•

The other team should ‘return’ by saying the same thing, but in a different way,
e.g. ‘I love pizza’ or ‘Pizza is my favorite food’.

•

It doesn’t matter if the meaning is not identical, but it should be very close.

•

Each team should serve or return within 30 seconds or they lose the point.

•

If the second team returns successfully, i.e. if their sentence is grammatically correct and
similar or the same in meaning, they win the point and it is their turn to serve.

•

If they can’t return, i.e. they can’t think of a sentence or their sentence is wrong, the server
wins the point and serves again.
The teacher is the umpire in case there is a disagreement.

•
1.

Allow the game to continue for 3 or 4 minutes.

Student’s Worksheet – introducing the activity
•

Tell the class they are going to look at ways of saying the same thing in different ways, in
preparation for Part 5 of the A1 Silver Reading & Writing test.

•

Hand out a copy of the Student’s Worksheet to each student.

•

Ask them to read sentences labelled a) only for numbers 1–6.

•

Check comprehension by asking some questions.
For example:
What sport did Jane play? (tennis)
Why did she go to the doctor? (because she hurt her leg)
Did she watch a movie? (No, she played a computer game with her brother.)
What did they have for dinner? (fish and french fries)

2.

•

Now ask students to read the instructions for the activity and to look at all of question 1.

•

Check they understand what they have to do. (Using the words that are given, write the
sentences again so they have the same meaning.)

•

Write On Friday on the board, and ask students how they could finish the sentence so that it
means the same as the sentence in 1a). (Jane played tennis with her friends.)

Student’s Worksheet – complete the activity
•

Students now complete the rest of the activity individually.

•

Do not read the sentences aloud (or ask the students to do so).
It is important for the Reading & Writing test that they practice silent reading.

•

Divide the students into pairs or small groups so that they can compare, check and discuss
their work.

•

Remind students that each sentence b) should mean the same as sentence a) above it.

•

Ask students for their answers.

•

Write all the correct b) sentences on the board.

•

Underline the text that was given and then discuss with students how they decided on the
other words each time. For example:
Jane wanted to see a movie but she couldn’t find a good one.
Wanted is followed by a noun or to + infinitive;

one (pronoun) can be used instead of a noun
(in this case, the movie).
(See the Answer Key.)
Procedure – Lesson 2
Sample Task – introducing the task

3.

•

In the following class, hand out a copy of the Sample Task to each student.

•

Tell them to look at the task and to tell you what is different about this task from the activity
they did before.

Differences:
there are 3 pictures
there are 3 longer texts followed by the questions
there are 7 questions in total
the story has a title
they can use 1, 2 or 3 words in each space.
•

In pairs, ask students to look only at the title of the story and the 3 pictures.

•

With their partner, they should discuss what they think the story will be about and what is
happening in each picture.

Sample Task – complete the task

4.
•

Now tell students to read through the texts without trying to complete the task.

•

They should read silently.

•

When they have finished, they can discuss with their partner whether their ideas about the
story were right or not.

•

Finally, students work individually to complete the sentences.

•

Go through the examples to remind them that the sentences should have the same meaning
as the text.

•

Give them a maximum of 5 minutes to do the task.
For the Reading & Writing test, it’s important to train students to get used to a limited
amount of time for each part, as in the test they need to manage the time themselves.

• Check answers with the class.
6. Important information to give to the students
At the end of the activity, tell students that in the test:
•

All the language they need to complete the sentences is given in the text.

•

They should not leave any answers blank.

•

If they are not sure of an answer, they should guess. They may be right and they won’t lose
any points for a wrong answer.

A1 Silver Reading & Writing Part 5 – Answer Keys
Key to Student’s Worksheet
1. b) On Friday Jane played tennis with her friends.
2. b) Jane hurt her leg and she went to the doctor.
3. b) Jane wanted to see a movie but she couldn’t find a good one.
4. b) When her brother came home they played a computer game.
5. b) Jane’s mom wanted to have some fish and french fries.

Key to Procedure Step 3
1. There are two actions here which students have to sequence.
2. These are also two actions, but rather than joining the sentences with ‘and’ as in sentence 2, here
the students have to use ‘after’ correctly and invert the two actions.
3. Students have to understand that ‘watch’ and ‘see’ are synonyms here, that ‘one’ is used as a
pronoun for ‘movie’ and that the two sentences are joined by ‘but’
4. These two actions are joined using ‘when’ to indicate the sequence of events
5. The direct suggestion ‘Let’s …… ’ in the first sentence is reported using want to followed by
infinitive. Students do not have to repeat ‘said Jane’s mom’.

Key to Sample Task
1. quiet
2. (all) (the) animals
3. (noisy) trucks
4. work (outside)
5. her parents/her mom and dad/her mother and father
6. tired (and/but happy)/happy (and/but tired)
7. best farmer

A1 Silver Reading & Writing Part 5 – Student’s Worksheet
Write each sentence again.
Check that the meaning is the same each time.
1a) Jane played tennis with her friends on Friday.
1b) On Friday _____________________________________________________.

2a) Jane went to the doctor because she hurt her leg.
2b) Jane ______________________ and _____________________ to the doctor.
3a) Jane wanted to watch a DVD. Jane couldn’t find a good movie.
3b) Jane _______________ see a movie but she _____________________ a good one.
4a) Jane’s brother came home and they played a game on the computer.
4b) When her _______________ came home they _________________a computer game.
5a) ‘Let’s have some fish and french fries!’ said Jane’s mom.
5b) Jane’s mom wanted to _________________________

A1 Silver Reading & Writing Part 5 – Sample Task
Original can be found in the A1 Silver Reading & Writing Sample Test, which can be downloaded
from:
MYLE Sample Tests

Lesson plans
A1 Silver Reading & Writing Part 6 – Teacher’s Notes
Description
This activity gives students practice in completing sentences, answering questions and writing two
sentences of their choice about a large picture.
Time required:
60 minutes.
Materials required:

YLE Sample Tests can be downloaded from the website
MYLE Sample Tests
•
•
•
•

Aims:

to introduce students to Part 6 of the A1 Silver Reading & Writing test
to give students practice in completing sentences about a picture
to give students practice in answering questions about a picture
to help students with ideas and structures to support students when they
write sentences about a picture

Procedure
1. Introduce the activity
•
•

•
•
•

Ask different students about their home and where they play: Do you live in a house or in an
apartment? Does your home have a backyard? Is there a park where you can play with your
friends?
Tell students to close their eyes and to imagine they are playing in a backyard with their family or
with their friends. Say Listen. Don’t speak. It’s sunny and you are having fun! What are you doing?
Pause for ten seconds or so then say Open your eyes now! Tell your partner what you are doing!
Students talk in pairs.
Ask different students what their partners are doing in their imagined backyard. Write some of their
ideas on the board, helping with vocabulary if necessary.
Review some of us and lots of us and then write on the board:
In our dream backyard, some of us were ……………………..…. .
Lots of us were ………………….… but no-one was ..........................……. .
Ask students to suggest ways to complete the sentences about their dream backyards.

2. Sample Task – introduce the task
•

Hand out a copy of the Sample Task (the picture sheet only) to every pair of students in the class.
By sharing the worksheet, each student will feel they have the support of their classmate in
coming up with ideas. But in this particular task, where there will be alternative answers, pair work
will also help students understand the importance of respecting others’ ideas as being as valid as

•
•
•

•

•
•

their own. In addition, the most important factor is that the sentences students create are
comprehensible (see Assessment Criteria at the end of this document).
Ask students to look carefully at the picture.
Write on the board: w d s
Point to the letters and say: Work quickly and quietly with your partner. How many things can you
see in the picture that begin with these letters? Explain to students they should only write single
words, e.g. window, and elicit a word for each letter. Say Write the words now! Students race to
write as many words as possible. Give students one or two minutes to do this, then check answers
and spellings. Ask ‘How many words have you got for w, d, s?’
Suggestions: w: window, water, wall
d: dog, dolphin, drink, door
s: sky, skirt, shorts, shirt
Familiarise the students with what is happening in the pictures by using a short yes/no/we don’t
know activity. Students work in pairs. Explain that they should write yes for correct statements, no
for incorrect statements and we don’t know if the picture doesn’t show that information. Model
this by saying There is a red car. / The brown dog is hungry. / The door is closed. Students
respond by saying: yes / no / we don’t know.
Give each pair a copy of the first worksheet (the ten questions about the picture). Pairs write their
answers. Check answers. See key. To challenge strong students or fast-finishers, ask them to
correct any ‘no’ sentences.
Pairs write two more sentences about the picture. Tell students that their sentences can have yes,
no or we don’t know answers. Pairs swap with another pair who writes the answers. Pairs then
return their question sheets for feedback.

3. Sample Task – preparation
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•

•

Give students the second worksheet (the sentence completions and questions about the picture).
This worksheet will show students that more than one answer is usually possible for each item.
Students read the three sentence completions and three questions then, in pairs, they decide if
each possible answer for each item is correct or incorrect. Explain that sometimes two or all of the
possible answers will be correct. Say Put a check in the box if the answer is right. Put an X in the
box if it is wrong. Demonstrate by doing it as a whole class.
In pairs, students put a check or an X next to each of the suggested answers.
Check answers. See key.
Discuss why all the right answers are correct to make sure students understand that there will be
different ways to complete the sentences and answer the questions about the picture. Ask
students what is different about the correct answers (numbers of words/added adjective etc). You
could also discuss why the wrong answers are incorrect. Again reiterate the importance of making
sentences comprehensible.
Students can work in pairs or individually. Say Now let’s write two correct sentences about this
picture. You can choose which part of the picture you write about.
Tell students they should NOT copy sentences that the task has used in the sentence
completions or the answers to the questions. They should find something new to say. Also, the
sentences SHOULD be about the task picture!
Give learners two or three minutes to write their sentences. Walk around and help with
vocabulary if necessary. Don’t focus on errors that do not impede understanding. For more
information about how the task is assessed, see Assessment Criteria at the end of this document.
Ask different students to read out loud one of their sentences. Praise those that are short and
accurate as well as longer, more ambitious answers, as long as they are comprehensible. Both
deserve a good mark.

4. Complete the sample task
•
•
•
•
•
•

Give students the copy of the sample task items. Students read the instructions.
Point to items 1-4 and ask Can you write more than one word? (yes!)
Point to items 5 and 6 and ask Can you choose what to write about? (yes!)
Students complete the task in pairs or on their own.
Check answers to 1-4. See the answer key suggestions.
Check students’ own sentences (items 5 and 6). Ask a few students to read out loud one of their
sentences or to write one of their sentences on the board. Again, make sure students understand
that there will be no ‘right’ or ‘wrong’ answer as long as the sentence is about this picture is
understandable and isn’t copied from items 1-4.

5. Ideas for extending the activity
• Working in pairs or groups, students imagine what these people or animals are
saying/thinking/doing. Ask, for example:
What is the woman saying to the brown dog? What is the dog’s answer?
What is the boy on the bike thinking?
What does the blond girl want to do?
The father is busy inside the house. What is he doing and why isn’t he outside?
• Students imagine that this is the middle picture in a short story. What happened before this and
what happened afterwards? Groups discuss and write two ‘before’ and two ‘after’ sentences and
share these with the class.
6. Follow-up ideas
Idea 1
• Students imagine they are staying with this family on holiday. They write a postcard to their
parents telling them about their day.
Idea 2
• Students play a short sentence game that relates to objects or people in the picture. For example,
you could begin by saying: This is a bike. Students then take turns to repeat your sentence and
add another short sentence on theme. For example:
Student A
This is a bike. It’s yellow.
Student B
This is a bike. It’s yellow and it’s new.
Student C
This is a bike. It’s yellow and it’s new. It’s the boy’s bike.
Student D
This is a bike. It’s yellow and it’s new. It’s the boy’s bike. His name is Fred.
Student E
This is a bike. It’s yellow and it’s new. It’s the boy’s bike.
His name is Fred. Fred rides it to school.
Student F
This is a bike. It’s yellow and it’s new. It’s the boy’s bike. His
name is Fred. Fred rides it to school. He rides it really quickly!
• The game ends when a student can’t remember the previous sentence(s), but encourage the
class to support each of their classmates!
Idea 3
• In pairs, students make plans about how to spend a sunny afternoon with some other friends.
They decide:
where they want to go
what they want to do
what their friends should bring
• Students then write an invitation text to their friends. The text should include the three pieces of
information.
• Pairs exchange texts and write replies.

A1 Silver Reading & Writing Part 6 – Student’s worksheet 1
Yes, No or We don’t know! Write your answers.
1. The mother is drinking some orange juice.

………………………..

2. There are more than two dogs.

………………………..

3. The father is asleep upstairs.

………………………..

4. You can see some fields behind the backyard.

………………………..

5. The brown dog is good at swimming.

………………………..

6. The flowers are all red.

………………………..

7. Someone is sitting at the table.

………………………..

8. The bike and the child’s helmet are yellow.

………………………..

9. It’s four o’clock in the afternoon.

………………………..

10. The boy who is jumping is wearing red shorts.

………………………..

Now write two sentences about the picture for another pair to answer.
1. ……………………………………………………………………………. .………………………..
2. ……………………………………………………………………………. . ………………………..

A1 Silver Reading & Writing Part 6 – Student’s worksheet 2
Look at the picture.
Put a check in the box for the right answers.
Put an X in the box for the wrong answers.
Complete the sentences.
1. One person is riding a
A yellow bike.
B bike.
C his motorcycle.
2. Someone has opened the
A top window.
B back of the car.
C door.
3. The brown dog is playing in the
A water.
B cold water.
C funny, little pool.
Answer the questions.
4. Who is carrying the drinks?
A the daughter
B the older sister
C a girl
5. Where is the black and white dog?
A It is in the pool.
B It is under the tree.
C It is near the flowers.
6.

What is the weather like?
A It’s hot and sunny.
B It is raining.
C Two clouds.

A1 Silver Reading & Writing Part 6 – Answer Keys
Key to Procedure Step 2
1. no 2. no 3. we don’t know 4. yes 5. we don’t know
6. no 7. no 8. yes 9. we don’t know 10. no
Key to Procedure Step 3
1. A
4. A

B
B

C
C

2. A
5. A

B
B

C
C

3. A
6. A

B
B

C
C

Keys to Sample Task (suggestions only)
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

pants / jeans
black and white / white and black
She is carrying some drinks. / She is walking into the garden.
The flowers are next to the door. / They are under the tree.
A dog is watching the children. / A boy and a girl are jumping.
There is a red car next to the house. / There is a table and chair in the backyard.

A1 Silver Reading & Writing Part 6 – Sample Task
Original can be found in the Cambridge English: Gold Reading & Writing Sample Test, which can
be downloaded from:
MYLE Sample Tests

A1 Silver Reading & Writing Part 6 – Sample Task

A1 Silver Reading & Writing Part 6 – Assessment Criteria
A total of 10 points are available for this part.
Questions 1 and 2
Test-takers can score a maximum of one point for each of questions 1 and 2.
One point is awarded for a response that provides an accurate representation of the picture.
Questions 3-6
Test-takers can score a maximum of two points for each of questions 3-6.
One point is available for a response which is comprehensible.
One point is available for a response which is an accurate representation of the picture.
Test-takers are expected to write two different sentences for questions 5 and 6, and these should be
distinct from sentences provided earlier on in the task, i.e. for questions 1-4.

